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IN MEMORIAM 
 
It is with great sadness that the Australian Indigenous Education Foundation (AIEF) informs our 
community of the death of AIEF Co-Founder and Ambassador Tom Drake-Brockman.  
 
Mr Tom Drake-Brockman passed away unexpectedly on 3 November 2020 at his home in Sydney. 
 
Andrew Penfold, Executive Director of AIEF, and Tom Drake-Brockman’s nephew, paid tribute to the 
ground-breaking contribution Mr Drake-Brockman made to Indigenous education.   
 
“After losing my dad at a young age, Tom was like a father to me.  Almost 20 years ago over lunch he 
told me how some boarding schools were starting to enrol Indigenous kids.  He filled me with 
inspiration and passionate encouragement about how this could be a game changer for the appalling 
lack of progress in Indigenous advancement.   
 
“This discussion led me to quit my career and become a full-time volunteer, with Tom and me getting 
involved in Indigenous scholarships and establishing the St Joseph’s College Indigenous Fund and then 
the Australian Indigenous Education Foundation.  These programs would not exist without Tom.  He 
leaves an incredible legacy to Indigenous Australia, and to the nation.”  
 
A retired secondary school history teacher, Mr Drake-Brockman had several degrees, including a 
Master of Theology from Charles Sturt University.  In completing this course, he twice received the 
Dean’s Award for Academic Excellence.  
 
Mr Drake-Brockman was an astute policy researcher and the author of two books, Christian Humanism 
and Bad Faith.  A keen historian, Mr Drake-Brockman also had articles published in several university 
journals, as well as opinion pieces and many letters to the editor at The Australian newspaper. 
 
Mr Drake-Brockman is survived by his wife Gail, daughters Georgia and Antonia, and son David.  
 
 


