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From Gympie to Garrett’s right hand

|

RAY STRANGE

Carlin Anderson, an indigenous Year 12 student from Queensland, in Canberra yesterday, where he will take part in a program observing government in action

CHIP LE GRAND

WHEN Carlin Anderson de-
scribes himself as an all-rounder,
it is with typical teenage under-
statement. The 16-year-old has
won a scholarship to Ipswich
Grammar School and represented
his state in cricket and his nation
in rugby and softball.

Now he’s been chosen to bowl
up to Education Minister Peter
Garrett as part of a program de-
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signed to give indigenous students
a first-hand look at how govern-
ment and the publicservice works.

Carlin, who grew up with two
brothers in the Queensland town
of Gympie, is one of 100 Year 11
and 12 students who will spend
this week in the office of amember

offederal parliament as part of the
Learn Earn Legend! Work Ex-
posure in Government program.

Inits third year, the $40 million
program was developed by the
Australian Indigenous Education
Foundation and former minister
for mdlgenous employment Mark
Arbib. -

Carlin became aware of the
scheme earlier this year-when
Ipswich Grammar became an
AIEF partner school. At the urg-
ing of a teacher, he applied for a

position and landed a plum spot
inside Mr Garrett’s office, which is
implementing the Gonski recom-
mendations on school funding.

“I never thought I'd get the op-
portunity to come down and
spend a week with Peter Garrett,”
Carlin said after arriving in Can-
berra yesterday. “I'm pretty sto-
ked. I come from a small town
with not many opportunities. It
just opens up a lot more pathways
and stuff like this that I can getin-
volved with.” AIEF chief executive

Andrew Penfold said the program
was designed to “demystify” the
political process for indigenous
students, particularly those living
in regional areas.

“Itis a fantastic way for them to
open their eyes and see the oppor-
tunities that are available,” Mr
Penfold said. “They often come
from fairly remote regional places
and are the firstin their families to
go through Year 12, so they don't
really understand that the world is
out there waiting for them.”



