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RENEE NOWYTAR

Andrew Penfold and wife Michelle have worked tirelessly to improve educational outcomes for indigenous children
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ANDREW Penfold invoked the
ideal of “costly grace” after he won
the inaugural NSW Human
Rights Award yesterday for his
brick-by-brick approach to edu-
cating Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander children.

The founder and chief execu-
tive of the Australian Indigenous
Education Foundation was an-
nounced the winner by NSW
Premier Barry O'Farrell.

The award was established in
memory of Swedish diplomat
Raoul Wallenberg, who saved
Sydney businessman Ervin For-
rester — and tens of thousands of
others —from Nazi forces.

Mr Forrester attended the an-
nouncement, providing a poign-
ant moment for Mr Penfold as he
accepted thehonour. “Listening to
Mr Forrester; my wife’s grand-
fatheris Hungarian and he and his
wife and daughter came here as
refugees in the 50s as well, and
they've made a great contribution
to this community,” Mr Penfold
said, choking back tears.

Mr Penfold, 47, left a career in
corporate law to found the Aus-

tralian Indigenous Education
Foundation in 2007 with wife
Michelle and has raised $80 mil-
lion to put 500 students through
boarding school, into their final
years of high school and on to uni-
versity and work. The aim is to
raise $140m to support thousands
more.

Mr Penfold referred to the
words of German theologian Die-
trich Bonhoeffer in his speech.

“His context was the problem
of cheap faith, cheap grace, where
there’s this notion that you can
sort of do nothing, but if you go to
church and say your prayers you'll
haveeverlasting gracein eternity,”
he said. “He was challenging that
and saying this is actually the core
problem. We need to have costly
grace; we don’t achieve outcomes
unless we actually do something
thatis hard.”

Aboriginal leader Warren
Mundine, who was also at the
event, said the result was “justfan-
tastic”. “The hurdles and chal-
lenges he has overcome to get the
AIEF to where it is, but also . ..
what it has achieved for those kids
out there, you've gottoputitdown
to the energy and the effort that
Andrew has displayed and em-
ployed,” he said.



