


Future that reconciles two worlds
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a good education, so maybe they
can get good jobs, come back and
look after us,” Mr Wilson says.
“At the moment we get lots of
people coming in here, doing the
jobs and then going away; but
the people living here, the
Anangu, don’t understand the
money stuff.”

Deon, whoisin Year7 at
Scots, likes sport and AFL the
most. “I wanted to go away to see
different things, make new
friends, get a good job and go to
university,” he says.

His mother, Rowena Swan,
hopes one day he will come back
to run the community. ‘

In coastal areas, the idea of
recognising indigenous people in
the Constitution can appear a
means of slotting Aborigines into
an established system. Out in the
remote bush, where Aboriginal
people dominate and culture is
strongest, that system carries
little meaning.

“This is Anangu land and we
should be recognised for that,”
Ms Swan says. “Keep the culture
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strong, keep the community
strong and look after the old
people — that’s what we want.”

Mr Cole says outsiders need
to understand Anangu land has
and always will be part of
Anangu people, their law and
culture.

Watching his cousin’s
adventures has encouraged
Andrew Ken, 12, who lives with
the Cole family and is raised like
Deon’s brother, to think about
going away to school, too.

Andrew Penfold, AIEF’s
CEOQ, isn’t surprised. “We call
this the ‘ripple effect’ and we've
seen it happen in communities
around the country over the past
eight years,” he says. “Deon and
others are showing their peers
what staying at school and
completing Year 12 could mean
for their future.”



