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Students aid child, chase alleged armed robber
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Students Leroy Kelly and Eshton Williamson were awarded the District Officer’s
Certificate of Appreciation by Acting Inspector Gary Humter. Picture: Brendan Radke

TOBY VUE
AND BRENDAN RADKE

TWO high school students
have hean recognised for their
bravery and going “bevond the
call ol duty ™ afler Uiey helped a
child who was allegedly threat-
ened with a screwdriver and
forced to hand over some per

sonal ilems,

On October 7, year 12 5t
Augustine's College students
Leroy Kelly and Eshion Wil-
liamson disregarded their own
safelv Lo inlervene in an al-
leged armed robbery in Caims.

Police allege a boy, 1L, was
armed with a screwdriver and
threatensd to stab a 12-vear-
odd while demanding his shoves
about 315pm at Cairns Central
shopping centre.

After seeing the alleped of
fending and checking the wel-
fare of the alleped wictim,
Lerov and Eshton pursued the
alleged ofender on fool before
he was apprehended and the
shoes were recovened.

The next day detectives ar
rested an Ll-year-old boy in the
CEID and he was charged with
one count of robbery whilst
armed with an offensive in-
strument, He was to appear in
the Caims Children’s Court

O Monday, during a col
lege assembly, both students
were presented with a District
Officer’s Certificate of Ap-
precialion o recognise Ltheir
conarage, empathy and prompt
inkervention, which ullimately
helped police to identify and

arrast the suspect,

Ezshton said he and Lenoy
ware fold about the alleped
robbery and “took off on foot”
and that he was “just ready to
take on the task”.

“Iweasiy'L scared,” he swid.

“IThe award) feels good, it
feels wonderful, it's my frst
time getting it,” he said.

Lerov sand he fell sorry [or
the child getting his property,
including shoes, taken,

"We staried running down
the street and we found him at
Grallon (Street),” be said. “1'm
really grateful for the award. T
didn't know we wers soing Lo
gel an award at the assembly ™

Lerov said the youngster
thanked him and Eshton for
their efforts,

Lerow said he and Eshion
had been “mates since vear 77,

Caimms Police Acting In-
spector Gary Hunter praised
the two students, saving they
were  genllemen  who  had
shown  CoUFAge, CoOmMpassion
amd drive,

"The compassion  you
showed is a demonstration of
viuur thoughtfulness towards
others™ he said a5 he presented
the awards.

“These gwards are not given
oul Hghtly.

“On hehalf of the Queasns
land Police district, I'd like to
thank vou for your kindness
amnd bravery.

“Wilhoul  vour  malurily
amd imitiative, there’s a fairly
high chance this crime would
have heen unsobed ™



