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Family tradition: Lightning Ridge siblings Kyh Samuelsson, 18, and sister Jaidey, 14, in Sydney on Thursday

Indigenous pupils hit 94pc completion rate

NICHOLAS JENSEN

For Jaidey Samuelsson, the
chance to leave home and follow
inherbigbrother’s footsteps wasa
chance too good to give up.

Five years after Kyh Samuels-
son won his scholarship to Knox
Grammar, Jaidey left the family
home in Lightning Ridge to travel
to Sydney to start school at Pym-
ble Ladies’ College.

It was a world away from the
plains of northwestern NSW, but
a scholarship from the Australian
Indigenous Education Foun-
dation seemed like a ticket to a
new life. “At home, I didn’t think

I'dbeableto getagreat education,
so the opportunity to leave for
school in Sydney meant I knew I
would get to learn more, meet
more people and get more sup-
port at school,” said the 13-year-
old, who started grade 8 this year.

Since 2008, the AIEF has
awarded scholarships to more
than 1200 students from more
than 400 communities, with the
program assisting hundreds of
undergraduate and postgraduate
students to help cover boarding
fees and some cost-of-living ex-
penses at university.

In 2021, the foundation achiev-
ed acompletion rate of 94 per cent
among its scholarship students,
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with 92 per cent of its alumni now
engaged in employment or com-
pleting further studies.

Kyh Samuelsson, who is now
completing a degree in commerce
at Macquarie University after
finishing at Knox last year, said
educational support offered by
the AIEF was the best way to de-
velop young Indigenous leaders.

“I would never have had the

opportunity to do these things be-
fore ... It’s not just having the op-
portunity to come to a different
place, it’s having the opportunity
to choose your interests and pas-
sions,” he said.

“For my younger brothers and
sisters ... for me to leave the Ridge
and go to boarding school and
now university, 'm showing them
thatifI candoit, they candoit.

“I think the most important
thing in our culture right now is
having educated Indigenous kids.

“We need Indigenous kids
out there well-educated, going
into the workforce and making
aname for themselves.”

Founder and executive direc-
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tor Andrew Penfold said the re-
port made clear that students had
“produced consistent, ground-
breaking results”, despite the pan-
demic and lockdowns. “Record
numbers of Indigenous students
have completed year 12 and gone
on to further study and employ-
ment; like Kyh, they have har-
nessed their potential and
become leaders and role models
intheir communities.”

Mr Penfold said a new partner-
ship with the NSW government
was already setting a high bench-
mark for Indigenous education
programs across the country, but
noted other state funding sources
continued to lagbehind.



