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‘I want to be first Indigenous PM’
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Tremane Baxter-Edwards has a
dream. It's as big as the vast, red-
rock Kimberley landscape, bold
ascanbe,

The young Ngarinyin-Wal-
majarri man wants to be Austra-
lia’'s first Indigenous prime
minister.

He’s no fool. Tremane knows
some people will scoff. Others
might patronise him, which is
EVen Worse.

At 17, he has overcome
enough of life’s hurdles - finan-
cial hardship, the death of his be-
loved Pop, to cancer — to
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understand what it takes to defy
the odds and, yes, the prejudice
that attaches to someone of his
heritage and tender years speak-
ing so candidly about a towering

ambition. He’s not daunted.
Mever has been, never will be.
Because this is Australia and in
Australia an Aboriginal boy from
a far-flung reach of Western
Australia has as much right as
anyone else to aspire to the high-
est elected office in the land. -
Provided you're willing to work
for it. And Tremane is. My word
heis.

“I am realistic and | am com-
mitted,” he tells The Weekend
Australian from his traditional
country on the picturesque
Chamberlain River.

“I want to be prime minister
because that’s the best way to
change people’s lives for the bet-
ter. I'm not here to impose myself
on others. I'm not here to, you
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know, 1o sugar-coat things. [T you
want to take me serlously, then
hease take me sersusly.

1 very ruch represent the val-
e of ot of forgollen people. |
certainly represent the vihses of a
margimalised persen, because 've
ot from el pasition of margs-
nalisation. Whether it’s me as the
first Indigenaus pnlnﬂnllmlﬂ ar,
hopeflly, someone sooner,
should give that proposition Lht
dueit deserves.”

In the week of the Bilth anni-
versary of this masthead's found-
ing in 1964 by Mews Corp's
chairman emeritus Rupert Mus-
dach - six decades of chronicling
The news from the marbiled halks of
pawer in Canberm (o dusty Halls
Creek in the Kimberley's tawny
hinteriand, of helding the power-
ful to account, bringing a uniguely
wide lens to the reporting and
analysis of momentous events al
T el aibrocad it s entirely ft-
tang that wee tell Tremane’s story.

Our coverage of Indigenous af-
fairs has been 2 defining tenet of
The Australian’s mission to fn-
form, enfighten and challenge the
mation il serves.

W never shied away from in-
terrogating the hard truths, how.
ever confronting. Rosemary Neill
earned a Walkley Award in 1994
forexposing the horrifying level of
domestic violence endured by In-
iligenous women in remote com-
munities. Tony Koy o fve-tnwe
recipient of Australias most cov-
eled jourmalism prise, revealed in
2007 how the gang rape of a 10-
vear-ald Abariginal grl on Cape
York Peninsula was compounded
when nome af her attackers was
Jailed

Expert writers Nicolas Roth-
well, Stuart Rintoul, Paul Toohey,
Michael McKn:una and Thc Aus-
tralian's I

Teen with a big future ... Tremane Baxter-Edwards, clockwise from mai

natedd in the High Court’s historic
Mabo decidon on native title
32 years ago.

New voicesemenped and found
plaves in our pages cohamnist and
community leader Mol Pearson,
the fiery academic Marcia Lang-
ton, Alice ﬁpnlnsm-d activist
turned poli-

affairs cof ent, Padpe Tay-
for, I:au.d;lneredmnnue]lnq,m
Faced by

tician Bess Price and her (‘nnber—

First Matins people.

Turning point

Yet as grim reading as Use federal
government’s annual Closing the
Gap report makes, documenting
the yawning chasm in living stan-
dards and life expectancy between
Indipenous Australians and the
rest of the community, progress
hash 1 -

ra -bound - daughter,  Jacinta
ijinpa Price, now the federal
foe In-

the coverage of politics,
the arts, cultuire and spart,” G

says. “ILis in the DNA of The
Australian and The Weekend
Austrafian.”

Political future

Tremane certainly has politics in
the blood. Two of his aunts have
been elected to the West Austra-
lian partiament for U ALP: Divi-
m [¥Anna representing the seat

digenous Australians, 1o name but
a few wha set the pace during last
October's failed camypaign 1o o
shrine an Indigenous voios in the
Constitution.

Importantly, they cast their
nets  wide,  Pearson’s  whale-
hearted critiques of welfare de-
pendence are colour blind, like his
back-to-hasics

R b suene, Far oo show For too few
of those in need But genuine
progress all the same.

Aboriginal and lslander stu-
dents are graduating from univer-
sity in record numbers to go into
the law, medicine, engineering, so-
canl work and other key profes-
sions. Federnl pardiament now
Boats eight Idigenous MPs and
et senators.

The peneration of activistswho
wame of ape during the tri
umphant 1967 referendum o

classroom teaching personal re-
sponsibility is something all Aus-
tralians need to take, he has long

argued

Editor-in-chief Michelle Gunn
points ot that bath Scatt Morri-
son and  Anthony  Allaness
named Iiligenous minsters to
cabinet — Ken Watt and Linda
Burney respectively. Julia Gilland
hiad already broken the glass ocil-
g on ‘The Lodpe for women. [t
should be no great stretch Lo ac-
commaodate the next, passibly in-

wy el Hossiee Sabiann,
:m state upper howse's first Indi-
enous MP. His matern nal-
mriher Ka 1 O Reeri — Nan
is @ Ngarinyin elder and former
board member of the Kimberley
Land Council, deeply versed in
negotiating the Labyrinth of non-
povernment  organisations  and
gevernment red tape enmeshing
the Irufigenaus sector.

A smiling woman in her 60s.
with an unhurried but command-
ing manner, she's been the con-
stant in his life abongside his
maother, Georgina, 42, Tremane’s
father_ Sonny Baxter, a Walmajar-
i man whose country

when . He i oo light abruaptly fades
apgressive  chemotherapy  in  tobkack
Perth, unabe wuuls\\lld Fwd his Pop showed Tremane where it

mum hovering at his bedside in
hospital.

Nan held the fort in Wyndham:
caring for the rest of the kids
while grandad George Edwards
Pop = drove long-haul trucks to
feed the family.

Tremane was b remission
three veass [ater when Pop suf-
feredd a heart atack on the road
anel diesl. “That was very lsard on
us.” he recalls, his voice quivering.
“Very hanl.”

‘I very much represent
forgotlen people’

was safe to swim, away from the
lurking crocodiles, and how to

Brought him to Aquinas College,

Perth, where he has boarded for

the past six years, (He says he en
jows the food. Honest) It's hasd to
keep up with Tremane. Living up

habilitation and jail daversion for
non-vialent crimes.

Helping his people

At homein Wynidham, a predomi-

1o his childhood nickname of nantly Indigenous township of

‘harvest bush tucker.

He fikes to th Buster, he's a whirlwind of energy.
tinues to walk in his In sddllloﬂ focompleting Year 12
Tootst e Found men- - studies. k a Certifi-
tor in Bill Thomas, a retired state  eate 111 in Imﬂsm to qualify as a

Labsir M1 ard government minis-
ter wha entered his life while he
‘wasundergoing cances treatment,
Becoming his “guardian”in Perth,

Tremane was six, perhaps
seven, when Thomas gave him a

the values of a lot of
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Learning on country

Pop had taken him on country in

what's now the El Questro

wildemess park, a former cattle
hat has been b

rolls inte the Great Sandy Desert,
left when he was theee, after
Tremane comtracted a e

to the Wilinggin Aboriginal Cor-
poration under an Indigenous
Tansed veses aygreement with the WA

irul (They
nected inrecent years )
Luckily, hewas oo voung to e
member much of what transpired

count First Full citi-
aens and empower the commaon-
weplth to enact specific laws in
their favour threw themselves into

band riah fen that culm

“Indigenous  affairs  reporting
pulses through this masthead -
om (he front page, on I!u. home

page, in ous

during his with Burkitt lym-
phoma. a fast-growing form of

The traditional owners were
panted  frechold  fite  to
65,00iha of the reserve. It's a
maygical place. lush and preen as
the northern dry takes ok,

baok on US presidents. Back then,
Barack Obama was info his sec-

Ttour guide in case he wanls to do
more with his holiday job at El
Questro. His plan is 1o take 2 gap
year there, before heading 1o uni-
versity to pursue a law or business
dhegree.

Theen there's the extra-curricu-
lar activities. Burnaey, the Minister
for Indigenous Austrakions, ap-
pointed him to the First Nations
Reference Group advising the Al-
anese government on its $700m
Remate Jobs and Economic De-
velupment program. He's also on
the First Nations Youth Edu-
cation Youth Advisory Group

B0} baking at the mouth of 1he
King River. 3300km north of
Perth, Tremane s heavily in-
wolved in an Aboriginal youth cor-
poration that runs a range of
services including a night patrol
and counselling for troabled teens,
His brother Malik, 20, & an ap-
prentice mechanic at the work-
shop funded by the initiative,
They're proud that the town’s
once-naforons youth crime rate
is flling, by 22 per cent in 2022
and down again over the past year
on anecdotal evidence, bucking
the: trend across much of negional
Australin. Tremane never misses
an opportunity to put in a good
word for the program with the big
polnmw:m]huslncssiendmlw
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al El Questro station, with brother Keenan and grandmother Kathy O'Reeri; and with mother Georgina, sister Colleen and brother Malik

“Aboriginal people arent sup-
plicants, they're stakehalders,” he
says. “And in my view the revol
ution camewith native title, which
puls them in a position where
they reat the twbie os stakeholders
amnd negotiators. 1 think that’s
been a huge breakthrough ™

Biding his time

Tremane fsl sure bow he will
break into politics o when or for
whom, His aunts in state pardia-
et are al him, of course, bo join
the ALP, The sooner the hetter,
they sy, Bul he's in no hurry to

.
have to be carefl. | have to
be” e repeats for emphasis, ~1
want a future in politics and the
moment | go with one side over
the other s potentally the mo-
ment 1 pick a side to my detriment,
ansd | don't want to do thal before
my name gets out there. So, yes,
I'm being strategic. At the samc

oindd term in the White House, fir- \mrklme on the national schoals time [’ with you
ingtheboy's imaginati puttinghimon  recled i I million dollars in haveallth 1 m...bm
“1 kind of asked BUl if we had — a plane just about every other funding Hes an inveterate net- 1 also need to he wary that there's

had a black president aned he said,
“mvis, wee had @ prime mnister
Australza anc an Abiriginal per-
san b ever held that position’,”
Tremane siys. “So that was it for
me Ftold him that's what [ wanted
tar b, il b =i [ should go for it

..itwas very musch a life changing
moment.”

Non-Hodgkin's lmph seate
e in hiis abdomen.
1t hadd advanced to stage thres

ored by
stone bluffs that ghow in rich hises
of gold and purple until the soft,

L L
An Australian Indigenoas Edu-
cation  Foundation  scholarship

weekend during teem for appodnt-
mmlmufznbemur’iuhm

tos stuely o d my assign-
ments in the hatel at night,” T
sighs.

He sits in the WA youth paria-
ment and as putative deputy op-
pasition leader pursucs an issse
close to his heart: juvenile fustice.
The assembly is currently debat-
ing a GO00-word bill he helped
alralt on youth offending, propos-
ing expanded pathways Lo re-
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Legal practitioners of at least 7 years standing and foemer judges of the High Court
of Australia, the Federal Court of Australia or the Supreme Court of a State or
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!awenfor(ement agency for mveshgauon and prosecution

* evaluating the practices. policies and procedures of inquiry gencies and public
of

administration

*  conducting educational programs to prevent o minimise coruption in public

administration

= reporting suspected misconduct or
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worker, keenly aware that it's as
mch who you kow as what vou
know when it comes to ;,eltm,.,
things done, To borrow a phrse
from Hillary Clinton -~ which he
likestoda—it takesa village.

“In erder to et into the politi-

other people out there whi might
want something i'mm me You
fenow what | mean?

Oneway oranother b is deter-
mined to end up in Canberri, i
the gleaming house on the hill
He's readd enouh, seen envugh,

of references - let's call them refer-
enoes from the people who make
up vour viltage.” he says It very,
very much takes a nlla@ec not just
o rabse a child in the community
but definitely in the political arena
s well. Namna usexd to tell me, “you
Ilarr 10 have the right peophe in

2 - and, by, o, boy,
can Tremane talk - to grasp that
federal parliament is where the
decisions that matter most are
made.

He thinks he could make a il
fevence after petting some exper-
ence  pust-university  in @
profession, nmb; working for a

forthe right

and | would wonder what she

Community Services.
Web Search No: COMIO724

Location: Gerakiton and Camanson
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And if you think his contacts skew

to one side politically, given the
family connection to the ALP,
think again  Former  federal
deguty Liberal leader and cabinet
minister Fred Chaney, a kingtime
champion of Indigenous causes
wh presided on U National Na-
tive Tithe Tribunal after leaving
politics, fast year participated in a
panel discussion on the voice or-
ganised by Tremane at Aguinas
College. Chaney's alma mater.
He came away deeply im-
pressed. House of Represeniatives
Speaker Milton Dick i a fan, as
are Senate President Sue Lines,
former WA tremsurer and Rio
Tinto director Ben Wyatt and
Thaney'’s son,  Michael, chiel
exerutive of corporate giant Wes-
farmers: each has a place in the
ywna man’s carefully-cultivated

Elm' MTM Australian. Gunn

Lecation: Berftiey. Wanstern Australa

Director Scientific Services Division, ChemCentre

Salary: Scechied Calings Lavel B, $173,101 - $185.716 pa

Poaition: Foecd Tarm - Full Sma, frvie ysars with posstality of ssdension of permanency.

W v spusing n experienced ord dyramic lader capable of inssling o collshoratig and ncraitie culliey in our

Scientitc Sardoes Dvision,

Waxing, promaling

possnss the sclentc and businass acuman, than this & the oo fof you.

Applcatons ciose Wednesday 31 July 2024 at 5.00pm

reafiorahion of a shate, national and interationad kel I you am looking for this ned step n your canse:, and

Tor vierw tha Rl advert and Job Dascrption Fom, pleass vish wiww jobe.wa. 0ov.au 3nd search position CCO20175.
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mane
llm shee asked him to ddnm the

Jearning
how to help e needy in practical
ways. He would never become o
“bought” pelitician in the thrall of
the vested interests or their lobby-
ists. That would be against every-
thing he has gained from “two-
way thinking”, pairing the
teachings of Nan and Pop and the
ather elders wha schooled him i
traditional bore and culture with a
cueality kst ream educion
“Vim # a stage of my lfe now
where | understone the Western
world, but | very much understand
my Aboriginal workd as well.” he
explains. “1 am also at a time
where | understand how the city
works and how networks work.
But I'm not poing to ose bowch
with my roots and vabues, which is
conting from remote Australia
Some of the toughest people in
this country ane the people who
comme from remate and regional
Australia
“And, vou know, we don't have
£o look at the farmers to see that,
We can look at people like mysell
who come from this arcs where
we're paving three times [as
mvech) for a boal of bread, The cur-
rent prime - minister would not
because _ Mr Al-

BiMh Anniversary gala dinner in
\Mawm]uh gt

“There s something quite
mngneticabout him,” shesays,

banese hasn'l lived in a place like
this”

Hle aceepts the Aboriginal way
Bthe qun-t iy, thal some peo-
b iz, might see

from national palitics carrying
that fabled baton of keadership,
Fred Chaney, B2, knoaws what po-
tential looks fike. On Tremane's
ambition ta reach the top, he says:
“If you can’t imagine heing prime
minkster, then you'll never e
prime minister. I'm very happy
he's god that in mind "

Chaney mukes the point that
Australia is a different country, a
much better country, than it was
when this newspaper first went to
prinitin 1964,

him as a big-noter who's become
towbig for hisboots. But that's OK.
Tremane says, as long as they fis-
ten to whiat he is trying to say and
doabout the country he loves.

He's fearless, all right You
shoubd be at his age, before life's
invevitable twists and setbacks turn
even the most plirious Kimberdey
day to grey. His Nan, for one, can't
hedpp bt wosry about her bold and
brave grandson, “He carries too
much on his shouhders.” she says
quietly.



